
PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 1 – 10:

Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers:
The blue lake, the snow-clad mountains—they never change; and I think our placid home and our contented hearts are regulated by the same immutable laws. My trifling occupations take up my time and amuse me, and I am rewarded for any exertions by seeing none but happy, kind faces around me. Since you left me, but one change has taken place in our little household. Do you remember on what occasions Justine Moritz entered our family?

Probably you do not; I will relate her history, therefore, in a few words. Madame Moritz, her mother, was a widow with four children, of whom Justine was the third. This girl had always been a favourite of her father; but through a strange perversity, her mother could not endure her, and after the death of M. Moritz, treated her very ill. My aunt observed this, and when Justine was twelve years of age, prevailed on her mother to allow her to live at our house. The republican institutions of our country have produced simpler and happier manners than those which prevail in the great monarchies that surround it. Hence there is less distinction between the several classes of its inhabitants; and the lower orders, being neither so poor nor so despised, their manners are more refined and moral. A servant in Geneva does not mean the same thing as a servant in France or England. Justine, thus received in our family, learned the duties of a servant, a condition which, in our fortunate country, does not include the idea of ignorance, and a sacrifice of the dignity of a human being.

DIRECTIONS:  Read the below passages from Frankenstein and answer the following multiple choice questions.

1. What literary term best describes the purpose of this passage?
(A) foreshadowing
(B) plot exposition
(C) literary allusion
(D) climax
(E) character development

2. This passage is most likely an excerpt from
(A) Walton’s letters to his sister.
(B) Frankenstein’s notes.
(C) Clerval’s diary.
(D) Elizabeth’s letters to Victor.
(E) the introduction.

3. What does this passage reveal about the narrator?
(A) She supports class distinction.
(B) She supports a classless society.
(C) She feels threatened by the educated lower class.
(D) She is a member of French aristocracy
(E) She is British.

4. What type of government is endorsed in this passage?
(A) republic
(B) monarchy
(C) tyranny
(D) empire
(E) anarchy

5. The word “perversity” in line 11 most likely means
(A) “unnaturalness”.
(B) “grotesqueness”.
(C) cruelty.
(D) indifference.
(E) unhappiness.

6. The word “despised” in line 19 most likely means
(A) hated.
(B) scorned.
(C) persecuted.
(D) malicious.
(E) segregated.

7. The word “condition” in line 22 most likely means one’s
(A) job or station in life.
(B) mental state.
(C) level of education.
(D) physical state.

8. The word “ignorance” mean in line 24 most likely means
(A) lack of social manners.
(B) surliness.
(C) lack of formal education.
(D) lack of innate intelligence.



9. This passage comes the chapter before we learn of William’s death. What then is the literary term that describes the purpose of lines 2 through 3?
(A) foreshadowing
(B) plot exposition
(C) allusion
(D) climax
(E) character development

10. The reference to “the blue lake, the snow-clad mountains” at the beginning of the passage highlights the Romantic notion of
(A) the family’s inner peace.
(B) the unchangeable power and beauty of nature.
(C) the creature’s timid spirit.
(D) Victor’s intense guilt.
(E) the passage of time.


o poor nor so 
MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 11 – 20:
Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers:
I was easily led by the sympathy which he evinced, to use the language of my heart, to give utterance to the burning ardour of my soul; and to say, with all the fervour that warmed me, how gladly I would have sacrificed my fortune, my existence, my every hope, to the furtherance of my enterprise. One man’s life or death were but a small price to pay for the acquirement of the knowledge which I sought for the dominion I should acquire and transmit over the elemental foes of our race. As I spoke, a dark gloom spread over my listener’s countenance. At first I perceived that he tried to suppress his emotion; he placed his hands before his eyes, and my voice quivered and failed me as I beheld tears trickle fast from between his fingers,—a groan burst from his heaving breast. I paused;—at length he, in broken accents:—”Unhappy man! Do you share my madness? Have you drunk also of the intoxicating draught? Hear me,—let me reveal my tales, and you will dash the cup from your lips!”

11. The narrator of this passage can best be described as
(A) ambitious.
(B) arrogant.
(C) insane.
(D) intoxicated.
(E) unhappy.

12. The word “sympathy” in line 1 most likely means
(A) sorrow
(B) gentility
(C) understanding
(D) kindness
(E) pity

13. This passage reveals that the narrator
(A) is entirely passionate about his science.
(B) is not dangerously passionate about science.
(C) values life above all else.
(D) is reflecting on his distant past.
(E) feels alienated from his companion.

14. The purpose of this passage in the context of the novel is to
(A) set up a sequel to Frankenstein.
(B) introduce animosity between Walton and Frankenstein.
(C) give Frankenstein the motivation to tell his story.
(D) enhance the character of Captain Walton.
(E) introduce the creature to the reader.


15. What does the passage suggest that Walton wants to accomplish?
(A) He wants to bring the dead back to life.
(B) He wants to conquer the parts of nature that harm humans.
(C) He wants to make a perfect map of the far Northern regions of the world.
(D) He wants to harness natural power to use as renewable energy.
(E) He wants to discover the Northwest Passage.

16. In line 1, the word “evinced” most likely means
(A) to show outwardly
(B) to cause
(C) to explain
(D) to feel
(E) to conclude

17. In line 3, the word “ardour” most likely means
(A) zeal
(B) love
(C) admiration
(D) friendliness
(E) restlessness

18. In this passage, what makes Walton a Romantic?
(A) his love of nature
(B) his pride and his personal drive
(C) his passion and his emotions
(D) his use of language
(E) his desire for fame

19. Structurally this passage serves to
(A) introduce the conflict.
(B) establish the theme.
(C) emphasize the dramatic irony.
(D) foreshadow the main plot.
(E) reevaluate the main character.

20. The reference to an “intoxicating draught” and the Walton’s dashing “the cup from
[his] lips” is an example of
(A) irony.
(B) hyperbole.
(C) metaphor.
(D) symbolism.
(E) humor.



Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers:
Great God! if for one instant I had thought what might be the hellish intention of my fiendish adversary, I would have rather banished myself forever from my native country, and wandered a friendless outcast over the earth, than have consented to this miserable marriage. But, as if possessed of magic powers, the monster had blinded me to his real intentions; and when I thought that I had prepared only my own death, I hastened that of a far dearer victim.
Day after day, week after week, passed away on my return to Geneva; and I could not collect the courage to recommence my work. I feared the vengeance of the disappointed fiend, yet I was unable to overcome my repugnance to the task which was enjoined me. I found that I could not compose a female without again devoting several months to profound study and laborious disquisition. I had heard of some discoveries having been made by an English philosopher, the knowledge of which was material to my success, and I sometimes thought of obtaining my father’s consent to visit England for this purpose; but I clung to every pretense of delay, and shrank from taking the first step in an undertaking whose immediate necessity began to appear less absolute to me. A change indeed had taken place in me: my health, which had hitherto declined, was now much restored; and my spirits, when unchecked by the memory of my unhappy promise, rose proportionally...At these moments [when the mental gloom set in again] I took refuge in the most perfect solitude. I passed whole days on the lake alone in a little boat, watching the clouds and listening to the rippling of the waves, silent and listless. But the fresh air and bright sun seldom failed to restore me to some degree of composure; and, on my return, I met the salutations of my friends with a readier smile and more cheerful heart.


21. This passage is an example of what literary genre?
(A) Gothic
(B) Romantic
(C) comedy
(D) tragedy
(E) panegyric

22. The literary term that best describes the first part of this passage is
(A) foreshadowing.
(B) plot exposition.
(C) allusion.
(D) climax.
(E) character development.


23. Which of the following is an example of alliteration?
(A) hellish intention
(B) friendless outcast
(C) miserable marriage
(D) dearer victim
(E) fiendish adversary

24. What sign does the narrator offer that he is recovering?
(A) He can handle human contact again.
(B) He takes long walks by himself.
(C) He does not want to make another creature.
(D) He is delaying going to England.
(E) He spends long days alone.

25. The narrator’s spending days alone on a boat are an illustration of
(A) the severity of the narrator’s depression.
(B) the healing power of water.
(C) the solitude of Adam in Paradise.
(D) the Romantic notion of the healing power of solitude.
(E) the narrator’s commitment to his plan of action.


26. According to this passage, the narrator must go to England in order to
(A) escape marrying Elizabeth.
(B) escape the creature.
(C) gather additional information.
(D) escape everyday life.
(E) lure the creature away from his family.

27. Which of the following is not a reason Frankenstein offers for delaying his trip?
(A) He doesn’t want to make another monster.
(B) He no longer acknowledges how urgent his mission is.
(C) Everything he needs is in Switzerland.
(D) He is generally happier and healthier at home.
(E) He miscalculated the consequences of breaking his promise.

28. The brief mention of the narrator’s research suggests that the nature of this research is
(A) philosophical.
(B) psychological.
(C) physiological.
(D) anatomical.
(E) astrological.

29. As used in line 8, the word “enjoined” most likely means
(A) placed together.
(B) severed.
(C) remembered.
(D) assigned.
(E) forbidden.

30. Structurally, the two parts of this passage serve to
(A) contradict one another.
(B) emphasize Romantic philosophy.
(C) foreshadow the outcome of the novel.
(D) illustrate the Romantic fallacy.
(E) determine the resolution.
